
Books and Other Resources Exploring Youth and Poverty

Picture Books

Fly Away, Home by Eve Bunting

Maddi!s Fridge by Lois Brandt

Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts

Dear Mr. Rosenwald by Carole Boston Weatherford

Gettin’ Through Thursday by Melrose Cooper 

Yard Sale by Eve Bunting 

The Hard Times Jar by Ethel Footman Smothers 

A Shelter in Our Car by Monica Gunning (ages 6-9)

Last Stop on Market Street by Matt De La Pena

A Different Pond by Bao Phi

Saturday at the Food Pantry by Diane O’Neill

Middle Grade

The Benefits of Being an Octopus by Ann Braden

Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate (Ages 8-10)

Free Lunch by Rex Ogle

Isaiah Dunn is My Hero by Kelly J. Baptist

Where the Heart Is by Jo Knowles

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780395664155
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781936261291
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780763642846
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781976098031
https://www.amazon.com/Gettin-Through-Thursday-Melrose-Cooper/dp/1584300140/ref=sr_1_1?crid=G5TM8W4FLGVY&keywords=Getting+Through+Thursday+by+Melrose+Cooper&qid=1696259128&s=books&sprefix=getting+through+thursday+by+melrose+cooper,stripbooks,85&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Yard-Sale-Eve-Bunting/dp/0763693057/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3QA5JLH0DZU7G&keywords=yard+sale+by+eve+bunting&qid=1696259373&s=books&sprefix=Yard+Sale+by+Eve,stripbooks,85&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hard-Times-Jar-Ethel-Footman-Smothers/dp/0374328528/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2RD7IVX8E3GCD&keywords=The+Hard+Times+Jar+by+Ethel+Footman+Smothers&qid=1696259835&s=books&sprefix=the+hard+times+jar+by+ethel+footman+smothers,stripbooks,100&sr=1-1
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780892393084
https://www.amazon.com/Last-Stop-Market-Street-Matt/dp/0399257748/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1LHML3FFUT019&keywords=last+stop+on+market+street&qid=1696260107&s=books&sprefix=Last+Stoip,stripbooks,115&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Different-Pond-Bao-Phi/dp/1623708036/ref=sr_1_1?crid=10NZVREWLHTGZ&keywords=a+different+pond+book&qid=1696260197&s=books&sprefix=A+different+pond,stripbooks,96&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Saturday-Food-Pantry-Diane-ONeill/dp/0807572365/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VWFCF7N4ZNAV&keywords=saturday+at+the+food+panty&qid=1696260294&s=books&sprefix=Saturday+at+the+food,stripbooks,107&sr=1-1
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781510737488
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781250091666
https://wwnorton.com/books/9781324003601
https://www.amazon.com/Isaiah-Dunn-Hero-Kelly-Baptist/dp/0593121392/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MYIQEBYVPLOA&keywords=isaiah+dunn+is+my+hero&qid=1696260794&s=books&sprefix=Isaiah+Du,stripbooks,100&sr=1-1
https://www.joknowles.com/where-the-heart-is


Meant to Be by Jo Knowles

Just Under the Clouds by Melissa Sarno

Paper Things  by Jennifer Richard Jacobson

The Dollar Kids by Jennifer Richard Jacobson

Front Desk by Kelly Yang

Gettin’ Through Thursday by Melrose Cooper (ages 5-8)

The Exact Location of Home by Kate Messner

Just Left of Lucky – by Dianna Dorisi Winget

Hope in the Holler by Lisa Lewis Tyre 

Young Adult

Piecing me Together by Renee Watson

How to Build a Heart by Maria Padian

Grit by Gillian French

Find Layla by Meg Elison

Make Lemonade by Virginia Euwer Wolff

Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake

The Tinfoil Sky by Cyndi Sand-Eveland (grades 7-9)

Fly Away, Home by Eve Bunting

Perfectly Good White Boy by Carrie Mesrobian

Tyrell by Coe Booth

https://www.joknowles.com/meant-to-be
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Under-Clouds-Melissa-Sarno/dp/1524720119/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ENVVP2Q83S03&keywords=just+under+the+clouds+sarno&qid=1696261001&s=books&sprefix=Just+Under+the+Clouds,stripbooks,113&sr=1-1
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780763694418
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780763694746
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781338157796
https://www.amazon.com/Gettin-Through-Thursday-Melrose-Cooper/dp/1584300140/ref=sr_1_1?crid=G5TM8W4FLGVY&keywords=Getting+Through+Thursday+by+Melrose+Cooper&qid=1696259128&s=books&sprefix=getting+through+thursday+by+melrose+cooper,stripbooks,85&sr=1-1
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781681198989
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781984002037
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780399546310
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781681191072
https://www.amazon.com/How-Build-Heart-Maria-Padian/dp/1643750887/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ZLZH11IXPR0V&keywords=How+to+Build+a+Heart&qid=1696262062&s=books&sprefix=how+to+build+a+heart,stripbooks,109&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Grit-Novel-Gillian-French/dp/0062642561/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3QD6RHC9GV7Y9&keywords=grit+by+gillian+french&qid=1696262177&s=books&sprefix=Grit+by+Gill,stripbooks,161&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Find-Layla-Meg-Elison/dp/1542019788/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ZLYAZHPHS00B&keywords=find+layla+by+meg+elison&qid=1696262257&s=books&sprefix=Find+Lay,stripbooks,123&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Make-Lemonade-Book/dp/0805080708/ref=sr_1_1?crid=EI27XR526HX9&keywords=make+lemonade+by+virginia+euwer+wolff&qid=1696262337&s=books&sprefix=make+lemonade+by+,stripbooks,99&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Money-Hungry-repackage-Sharon-Flake/dp/1368019420/ref=sr_1_1?crid=V71M6ZNYMYHV&keywords=money+hungry&qid=1696262427&s=books&sprefix=money+hungry,stripbooks,99&sr=1-1
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781770495104
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780395664155
https://www.amazon.com/Perfectly-Good-White-Carrie-Mesrobian/dp/1467734802/ref=sr_1_1?crid=30778RWEJCOTJ&keywords=Perfectly+Good+White+Boy&qid=1696262657&s=books&sprefix=perfectly+good+white+boy,stripbooks,96&sr=1-1
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780439838801


No Place by Todd Strasser

Can’t Get There From Here by Todd Strasser

Sleeping in my Jeans by Connie King Leonard

American Street by Ibi Zoboi

Adult/crossover novels about teens dealing with class/poverty:

Demon Copperhead by Barbara Kingsolver

My Heart Is A Chainsaw by Stephen Graham Jones 

Mysterious Skin by Scott Heim

Under the Feet of Jesus by Helena Varmints

Lists, primarily picture books, curated by The Pragmatic Mom:

https://www.pragmaticmom.com/2018/03/poverty-book-list-kids/

Book Riot’s suggestions for YA/Teen readers:

https://bookriot.com/ya-books-about-poverty/

The Teen Librarian Toolbox from School Library Journal has excellent links and 
reading suggestions:

https://teenlibrariantoolbox.com/2014/12/19/teens-and-poverty-an-updated-book-list/ 

https://www.amazon.com/No-Place-Todd-Strasser/dp/1442457228/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AN2V8XZHFU24&keywords=no+place+by+todd+strasser&qid=1696261421&s=books&sprefix=No+Place+by,stripbooks,103&sr=1-1
https://bookshop.org/p/books/can-t-get-there-from-here-todd-strasser/17054188?ean=9781442433571&ref=&source=IndieBound&title=Can't+Get+There+from+Here
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781947845008
https://www.ibizoboi.net/american-street
http://barbarakingsolver.net/books/demon-copperhead/
https://www.demontheory.net/category/stuff-about-stephen/books/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/mysterious-skin-scott-heim/1100609339
https://www.amazon.com/Under-Feet-of-Jesus-audiobook/dp/B07GPNTHKY/ref=sr_1_1?qid=1682356194&refinements=p_27:Helena+Maria+Viramontes&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.pragmaticmom.com/2018/03/poverty-book-list-kids/
https://bookriot.com/ya-books-about-poverty/
https://teenlibrariantoolbox.com/2014/12/19/teens-and-poverty-an-updated-book-list/

