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Maria Padian is a Young Adult novelist whose debut book, “Brett McCarthy: Work in Progress” won the 2009 Lupine Honor Award and the 2009 Maine Literary Award for Children’s Fiction.  “Brett” was listed by The American Library Association as one of its Best Books for Young Adults 2009; by the Young Adult Library Services Association as one of its 2009 Best Books for Young Adults; and by the Association of Booksellers for Children as a New Voices Pick for Spring 2008.  

“Brett” is also nominated for the 2009-2010 Maine Student Book Award.  

Maria has worked as a radio news reporter, congressional press secretary and freelance writer.  She is a Junior Great Books instructor, an avid gardener, hiker and skier, and above all a passionate reader.  She lives in Brunswick, Maine, with her husband, two teenage children, and their Australian Shepherd.

Maria’s presentations are aimed toward inspiring future writers and encouraging all readers.  A typical presentation to a large group might include:
1. Beginnings.  Students always ask, “Where do you get your ideas?”  Maria discusses how she gets started, where the “idea” for “Brett” came from, and suggests ways for students to begin writing stories.

2. Maria discusses the importance of rewriting and not only brings along copies of her manuscript drafts with her editor’s comments but also shows students the stacks of revisions she went through before “Brett” became final.

3. A Writer’s Life: the Good, the Bad and the Ugly.  Maria describes not only the process of getting published but shares the interesting … and not so interesting … details of a writer’s day.  Her Power Point slideshow reveals everything from the people and places that inspired “Brett” to insider views of her messy office. 
4. Tips for Young Writers.  Everyone has their own process, but Maria has a few tried and true rules which she believes every young writer can follow.
Reviews/References
“The students and classroom teachers had a tremendously rich experience in preparation for your visit.  Everyone loved Brett (McCarthy) so of course when you – Brett’s creator – came to visit our school we were thrilled.  The students were totally captivated with your tales of how Brett came into existence, from the writing process to the book jacket dilemma.  It was wonderful from start to finish.  Thanks, Maria!

Merry Kahn, Librarian, Harrison Middle School, Yarmouth, ME
“Our 8th grade students were delighted when Maria Padian came to school and she did not let them down.  I believe this was one of her first times doing a school visit.  Her enthusiasm for storytelling, her descriptions of the hard work of writing and editing, her humor in describing the “book cover” saga and her personal writing career story really connected with the students. Maria was understanding and thoughtful as she replied to the questions both expected and unexpected.  While students were reading the book we focused on the Maine setting, Brett herself and the themes of friendship, school, and illness.  Maria’s visit added a deeper level of meaning as well as just plain enjoyment after our group read of “Brett McCarthy.”  It was a great day.”



Judith Wentzell, Librarian, Lyman Moore Middle School, Portland, ME

The Necessary Details
Maria enjoys meeting young readers and students at schools and libraries.  She can also work with you to set up virtual author visits via Skype or other teleconferencing media.  Suggested audience: Grades 5-8.  Maximum number of presentations per day:  three.

Equipment:  Maria can provide her own laptop computer.  Schools need to provide a projector and screen, a microphone/sound amplification system as needed for the room and audience size, a table or utility cart to hold the laptop and projector, and extension cords.

Author’s Honorarium:  $500 per day plus travel expenses (flight and hotel).  For visits within driving distance the travel expense will be mileage calculated at the IRS standard rate ($.55 per mile as of January 1, 2009).

Skype Author Visits: Maria is available for free, 10-15 minute book group visits via Skype.  Complete author presentations of up to 1 hour are $200.
To schedule an author visit, please contact Maria at contactmaria@mariapadian.com






